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ABSTRACT

Al though health is a formal conponent of environmental assessnents
(as stated in the European Directives and Espoo Convention on

Envi ronnmental | npact Assessnent), it is usually not addressed
adequately. Health is neither well integrated within criteria for

i nvestigating the inpacts on health nor is health expertise
advocat ed during appraisals. In addition, when health-rel ated
aspects are addressed, they reflect a narrow interpretation of the
meani ng of “health”. As a result, even when health aspects are
addressed, assessnents tend to estimate only the negative effects
resulting from expected changes in environnmental nedia, neglecting
the effects of nodifications on other health determ nants, such as
soci o-econoni ¢ ones, and the possibility of pronoting health
benefits.

At the Third Mnisterial Conference on Environment and Health
(1999), countries of the WHO European Regi on agreed to carry out

envi ronnment al i npact assessnents fully covering inpacts on human
health and safety and to introduce strategic assessnments of the

envi ronnent and health inpacts of proposed policies, plans, prograns
and general rules. In addition, the Treaty of Amsterdam of the

Eur opean Community (Article 152) calls for *“a high | evel of human
health protection .in the definition and inplenmentation of al
comunity policies and activities "and urges that “public health

.be “a consideration in policies of non-health sectors ”.

The negotiation of a Protocol for Strategic Environnmental assessnent
(SEA) within the framework of the Convention on Environnent | npact
Assessnent in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) represents
an inmportant opportunity for developing a |l egal basis to ensure that
potential health effects are fully taken into account when strategic
deci sions are taken, and that health professionals and health
authorities are involved in the assessnent process. The negotiation
of the protocol breaks new ground under three different aspects. 1.
It establishes a strengthened policy framework for integrating

heal th aspects in environnmental inpact assessnment. 2. It provides an
opportunity for the health sector to influence devel opnents in other
sectors, and inprove people 's health and well-being. 3. It
contributes to develop institutional mechani snms and practices for

i nt egrated deci si on-maki ng processes.

The WHO is taking an active part in this process, by stimulating and
facilitating the participation of representatives of mnistries of
health in the negotiation process; devel oping guidelines (general,
andspecific to relevant sectors of the econony) on how to undertake
H A in SEA; pronoting capacity building activities for H A, wi dening
networ ks for the exchange of information, know edge

and experience relating to H A
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